
“HERE’S TO YOUR HEALTH” –
2009 RTLCNM STATE CONVENTION

               Wesley Smith			   Burk Balch

In this edition of Viva Life you are being provided with a 
registration form for the April 4, 2009 Right To Life Committee 
of New Mexico’s State Convention. We hope you will sign up for 
this very informative convention that is centered on healthcare 
both at the National level and the State level. There will be much 
to be learned by all and help to deal with the current legislation 
and activities to create Universal Healthcare, which could result 
in rationing and euthanasia. We must know what is positive in 
the suggested changes to our healthcare delivery and what to 
support or not support. What we do now can save lives, maybe 
our own.

The agenda for the day is on the enclosed form. The 
workshops are by:

Wesley Smith – Assisted Suicide: False Compassion
Paul Gessing – Why Stopping Socialized Health Care is a 

Pro-Life Issue (and what we can do about it)
Burke Balch – Funding Health Care Reform without 

Rationing: A Pro-Life Alternative
These gentlemen have a wealth of information to share. 

There will be a fourth “workshop” that will be a panel discussion 
and open forum for question and answers. Please find out what 
you need to know to protect yourself, your family, and our 
society.

The banquet speech by Wesley Smith is entitled: Coup de 
Culture - The Attack on the Sanctity of Human Life

A Look at Paul Gessing, a Workshop Presenter

Paul Gessing became the first full-time 
President of the Rio Grande Foundation 
in March of 2006. Since joining the 
Foundation, Gessing has been a prom
inent voice for limited government 
and individual liberties in policy areas 
including taxes, healthcare, education 
and transportation.

Prior to joining the Foundation, Gessing headed up the 
lobbing efforts of the National Taxpayers Union (NTU), a 
respected taxpayer-advocacy organization in Washington, D.C.

Paul graduated from Bowling Green State University in 
Ohio with a degree in Political Science in 1997 and received 
his masters in Business Administration from the University of 
Maryland in 2005. Paul is originally from Cincinnati, Ohio, but 
he has several family members in New Mexico and has spent a 
great deal of time in the state over the years.

Paul and his wife Krista were married in October 2007 
in Algodones, NM. In his spare time, Paul enjoys playing 
basketball, golf, playing with the family dogs, and traveling.

Please note: The federal government is already rationing 
healthcare for the elderly in the stimulus package. We must 
get prepared.  

THE RIGHT TO LIFE COMMITTEE OF
NEW MEXICO’S CONFERENCE BOOK
Enclosed in this newsletter are the forms for being a 

Patron or an Advertiser in our 2009 Conference Book. This is 
a fundraiser for The Educational Trust Fund, as well as raising 
money for an important educational tool.

We hope you will support this conference book and our 
effort to raise money, for it is very important that we keep 
afloat and meet our goal of education. Remember, this is tax-
deductible. The deadline is March 20, 2009.

If you have already donated, thank you very much.  

COMMENTARY
by Dauneen Dolce – Editor/Lobbyist

I am very appreciative of the people who have lobbied 
their senators/representatives or those on committees that are 
hearing the bills The Right to Life Committee of New Mexico 
is involved with. However, I have seen some lobbying that not 
only doesn’t do any good but does do great harm. These mainly 
came from people who claimed to be Christians, and this gives 
me great concern.

Some of the e-mails, letters, and calls that have gone to 
our pro-life legislators have been very harsh, uncharitable, and 
downright rude. For those who claim to be Christians, please 
do remember the Golden Rule. “Do Onto Others As You Would 
Have Them Do Unto You.” If the legislator was rude to you and 
disrespectful, I would be hearing about it.

Furthermore, you get far more with honey than you do 
with vinegar. To communicate with a legislator, give them your 
opinion/position and back it up with facts. Encourage him or 
her to vote for or against a bill. Threatening them in the next 
election does not work and causes even those who are with us 
to wonder why they are being threatened. Those who are not 
with us need to know we care about not only the unborn but all 
people, even those who oppose us. We do not judge them, only 
their actions. We hope to change those actions that can only be 
done with positive communication.

Why does poor lobbying hurt us? There is an assumption 

come to legalize assisted suicide. “Here 
the Court is simply the first in line to deal 
with the issue,” she wrote, “followed by 
the legislature to implement the right. 
Thus, both the courts and the legislature 
are involved.”

Montana’s Attorney General has 
announced that the state will appeal 
Baxter, and McCarter’s ruling may 
or may not be affirmed in the state 
Supreme Court. The courts of Florida, 
Alaska, and California have rejected a 
right to assisted suicide as part of their 
state’s respective constitutional rights to 
privacy decisions.

OOPS
There was a printing error with our 

newsletter, and since some information 
was missing we did send it again!

NEW ZEALAND SEES 
ABORTIONS DECLINE 

THREE PERCENT,
ASIAN ABORTIONS

STILL HIGH
Wellington, New Zealand

(Life News)

Abortions in New Zealand have 
declined more than three percent when 
comparing the latest figures from 2006 
with those from 2003. However, officials 
there are concerned about the high 
number of teen abortions, especially on 
Asian teenagers who have relocated to 
the island nation.

Don’t waste your time and 
energy setting the hopes for 
your children higher than 

your example.
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MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

    I understand that the Right To Life 
Committee of New Mexico (RTLCNM) is 
a non-sectarian, non-profit organization 
dedicated to the right to life of all innocent 
human beings from fertilization to natural 
death; that this organization takes a stand 
only on those issues that are directly related 
to abortion, infanticide and euthanasia.
    I support the goals of RTLCNM, including 
a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, and hereby make application for 
membership (renewal) as follows:

Individual — $20.00
Corporate — $40.00 -
for business organizations
Family — $30.00
NRL News Subscription
($5.00 with paid membership)

Name_ ________________________________

Address________________________________

City/Zip________________________________

Wish to:  (check one)
Register to vote
Re-register

I am a registered:  (check one)
Republican            Democrat
Other

____________________________
Signature 

VIVA LIFE! is published by the Right To 
Life Committee of New Mexico, 2413 
Wyoming Blvd., NE, Suite A, Albuquerque, 
NM 87112-1164. Phone: 881-4563. Betty 
Eichenseer, Pres.; Dr. Frank Maldonado, 
V.Pres.; Connie Johnson, Sec.; Verna 
Pochop, Treas.; Dauneen Dolce, National 
Delegate;  Editor:  Dauneen Dolce.  VIVA 
LIFE! is printed by The Sherwood Co.

RTLCNM hopes you will sign up for the Five Alive Program 2009, which helps provide a 
budget to keep our organization operational and meet our basic needs. You can fill out the 
form below.  We will need this a.s.a.p. so that we can mail envelopes out and have you ready 
to start contributing your tax-deductible donation in January.  $5.00 a month from everyone 
would allow us to raise money for media and other educational tools, so come on board by 
sending in the form below…



VATICAN OFFICIAL:  BISHOPS HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT TO REFUSE COMMUNION TO 

PRO-ABORT POLITICIANS
by Hilary White

Rome: January 30, 2009

Archbishop Raymond Burke, in an exclusive interview 
last week, told LifeSiteNews.com that the issue of pro-abortion 
politicians continuing to receive Holy Communion is still one 
of major concern and that it is the duty of bishops to ensure that 
they are refused.

He told LifeSiteNews.com, “I don’t understand the 
continual debate that goes on about it. There’s not a question 
that a Catholic who publicly, and after admonition, supports 
pro-abortion legislation is not to receive Holy Communion and 
is not to be given Holy Communion.”

“The Church’s law is very clear,” said Archbishop Burke, 
who was appointed last year by Pope Benedict XVI as the head 
of the Church’s highest court, the Apostolic Signatura. “The 
person who persists publicly in grave sin is to be denied Holy 
Communion, and it {Canon Law} doesn’t say that the bishop 
shall decide this. It’s an absolute.”

Among the US bishops directly to address the issue, 
Archbishop Burke was only of around a dozen who vigorously 
supported a directive of the Vatican that said pro-abortion 
Catholic politicians “must be refused” Holy Communion if 
they attempt to receive at Mass. Others have refused to abide 
by the Vatican instruction and the Church’s own Code of Canon 
Law saying they would rather focus on “education” of such 
politicians.

Archbishop Burke called “nonsense” the accusation, 
regularly made by some bishops, that refusing Holy Communion 
“makes the Communion rail a {political battle ground}.” In 
fact, he said, the precise opposite is true. The politician who 
insists on being seen receiving Holy Communion, despite his 
or her opposition to the church’s central teachings, is using that 
reception for political leverage.

In 2004 when self-proclaimed Catholic and candidate for the 
Democrat party Sen. John Kerry was frequently photographed 
receiving Holy Communion despite his vigorous support of 
abortion, the US Bishops Conference issued a document that 
said only that it is up to individual bishops to implement the 
Church’s code of Canon Law and refuse Communion. The issue 
has remained prominent with the appointment of Joe Biden, 
another pro-abortion Catholic politician, as Vice-President of 
the United States.

Archbishop Burke recalled previous experiences with 
Kerry, pointing to the several occasions when the senator was 
pictured in Time magazine receiving Communion from papal 
representatives at various public events. Burke said that it is 
clear that Kerry was using his reception of Holy Communion to 
send a message.

“He wants to not only receive Holy Communion from a 
bishop but from the papal representative. I think what his 
point was - get it in Time magazine so people read it and say to 
themselves, ‘He must be in good standing.’ ”

What are they doing? They’re using the Eucharist as a 
political tool.

In refusing, far from politicizing the Eucharist, the Church 
is returning the matter to its religious reality. The most important 
reasons to refuse, he said, are pastoral and religious in nature.

“The Holy Eucharist, the most sacred reality of our life in 
the Church, has to be protected against sacrilege. At the same 
time, individuals have to be protected for the sake of their own 
salvation from committing one of the gravest sins, namely to 
receive Holy Communion unworthily.”

Archbishop Burke also dismissed the commonly proffered 
excuse that such politicians need more “education”. Speaking 
from his own direct experience, he said that Catholic politicians 
who are informed by their pastors or bishops that their positions 
in support of pro-abortion legislation makes it impossible for 
them to receive Holy Communion, “I’ve always found that they 
don’t come forward.”

“When you talk to these people, they know,” he said. “They 
know what they’re doing is very wrong. They have to answer 
to God for that, but why through our pastoral negligence add on 
to that, that they have to answer God for who knows how many 
unworthy receptions of Holy Communion?”

Archbishop Burke said that the issue had been debated 
enough. He rejected the idea that the matter should be left to 
the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, saying the Conference 
has no authority in the matter. “This is a law of the universal 
Church, and it should be applied.”

“I think this argument too is being used by people who don’t 
want to confront the issue, this whole ‘wait ‘til the Conference 
decides’...well the Conference has been discussing this since at 
least 2004. And nothing happens.”

When asked what the solution was, he responded, 
“Individual bishops and priest simply have to do their duty. 
They have to confront politicians, Catholic politicians who are 
sinning gravely and publicly in this regard. And that’s their duty. 
And if they carry it out, not only can they not be reprimanded for 
that, but they should be praised for confronting the situation.”   

EUTHANASIA COMES TO MONTANA 
COURTESY OF JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

by Wesley J. Smith
The Weekly Standard – December 29, 2008

On December 5, Montana District Judge Dorothy McCarter 
ruled in Baxter v. Montana that the state law banning assisted 
suicide violates not only the right to privacy guaranteed in the 
Montana constitution but also the constitutional clause that 
reads, “The dignity of the human being is inviolable.” McCarter 
found there a “fundamental right” for the terminally ill to “die 
with dignity” – meaning in the case at hand, to commit suicide 
by drug overdose.  

McCarter also ruled that doctors have a concomitant right 
to be free from “liability under the state’s homicide statutes” if 
they help a patient commit death with dignity. “If the patient 
were to have no assistance from his doctor,” she explained,” 
he may be forced to kill himself sooner – in a manner that 
violates his dignity and peace of mind, such as by gunshot or 
by otherwise unpleasant method, causing undue suffering to the 
patient and his family.” That suicide is not a necessity apparently 
never entered the judge’s mind.

Still, McCarter wasn’t totally insensitive to the charge 
that she, like too many judges, would have courts settle all the 
controversial social questions rather than the people through 
the democratic process. She just saw no reason to wait for the 
political branches of government to recognize that the time had 
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